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GENERAL  COMMENTS  
  

1   INSTRUCTION:  
1a   TEACHING  
 
DMA105 – Introduction to Computer Art 
I taught DMA105 for the first time in several years and found it to be rewarding. One of the best 
outcomes of my teaching an introductory class like this was the intangible quality of connection. In both 
the summer and fall sections I created opportunities for the class to discuss their goals and ambitions with 
the class and I felt that these moments created a sense of community within this cohort. I was also able to 
build advisement into the course creating a further bond with this cohort. 
 
The second time I taught this course (Fall 2012) I revised two of the projects. I changed the second project 
from a landscape to a self-portrait so that the students could really connect to the subject of the piece and 
I added a scanned element to make sure that they mastered how to use a scanner. I also changed the three 
dimensional software we use for the third project from Sketchup, formerly made by Google, to Maya a 
software used throughout the film industry and in our 3D classes. In the fall I also added a rubric to the 
discussion questions so that the students could see how important it was to write a response that was 
complete, thoughtful, grammatically correct and on time.  
 
DMA145 – Web Design I 
Last spring I did two assessments, one of the beginning web design students and one of the advanced 
students. Both groups agreed that they wished that HTML and CSS had been taught in the introductory 
class. So in the fall I initiated one of the hardest transitions in the Web Design curriculum since I started 
teaching at MCCC–I introduced HTML and CSS at the beginning of DMA145 Web Design I instead of in 
DMA245 Web Design II. This change meant that the software portion of the DMA145 had to be 
completely reworked including new resources. I took this opportunity to move my class website from 
Wordpress and Engrade to Canvas, allowing me to have the resources and grades in one place. I was able 
to add lots of new things to the course, most notably integrated rubrics for all the projects and discussion 
questions. 
 
Since this course was a big challenge with both coding and new course software, some of the lessons 
worked superbly and some fell flat. I learned a tremendous amount that will help me to refine it for the 
spring. The most important outcome was that all of the students in the class were able to create quite 
advanced websites using HTML,CSS and JQuery, which is a very big success for the course and the 
program.  
 
DMA245 – Web Design II 
In Web Design II I changed the projects to address the information design issues I noticed last year and to 
make the collaborative element more substantial. To do this I split the projects into two sets, individual 
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and collaborative. This distinction really focused two of the projects on the students’ ability to work with 
others. Their assessment of their collaboration increased dramatically from the first project to the second 
and students who were really struggling working in a group at the beginning were able to achieve much 
higher scores in the second project. The two projects that I added also connected this course with other 
courses. I changed the second project to a redesign project with a pretend client so that the students had 
the opportunity to practice some of the skills that they would need for Web Design III, including 
interview skills, sitemap and wireframe skills and the ability to create within a strict deadline. I changed 
the third project into a portfolio project so that students who were going into DMA250 had a head start 
on the portfolio project. Last year we noticed that the Web Design students were not able to finish their 
portfolios in DMA250 since we were requiring that they hand code their websites. This project was very 
successful and really gave students the freedom to define an individual style. Both project revisions were 
very successful. 
 
DMA250 – Digital Portfolio 
In Digital Portfolio I collaborated with Lucas Kelly and Ric Giantisco. There are five objectives in the 
class, career prep, portfolio development, theoretical readings and discussion, portfolio projects and 
visiting artists talks. This past spring we really worked on making the readings and the projects as strong 
as the other elements. For the readings we assigned texts that addressed media and identity including texts 
from Walter Benjamin, Laura Mulvey and bell hooks. We also had guest speakers. Professors Voorhees 
and Haywood come in to introduce the texts–which was very successful. We changed the projects to have 
the students make more new pieces for the class and to respond to the texts. We introduced projects like 
the Old is New project in which the students took an old piece that needed reworking and made it into a 
new piece. 
 
Course Evaluations: 
I created my own course evaluations and evaluated the students in my fall classes. In all of the courses the 
average scores were above 4.5 with the exception of the timely feedback category.  The evaluation for 
DMA145 has always been an issue because I have students do a peer review of the websites and part of my 
grade is based on those reviews. Because of events like Hurricane Sandy the reviews kept getting pushed 
back, which held up my grades. In the future I need to find a way to do this electronically so that there is 
no delay! Otherwise I was very pleased with my scores especially in such a tumultuous semester.  
 

1.   Clear and effective presentation–4.6 
2.   Work is challenging but reasonable– 4.6 
3.   Variety of teaching methods–4.5 
4.   Knowledgeable in subject matter–4.8 
5.   Punctual/Good use of class time– 4.7 
6.   Available to students outside of class–4.8  
7.   Grading policy is consistent and fair– 4.7 
8.   Gives timely feedback– 4.17 (4.69 in 11/12) 
9.   Course material important and worthwhile – 4.8 
10.  Would take another course with this instructor–4.8  

 
2   NON-TEACHING:  

  
2A.   CONTRIBUTION  TO  DIVISION:  (e.g.,  development  and  improvement  of  course  outlines;;  

special   instructional   development   work;;   service   and   leadership   in   divisional   affairs;;  
course  and  program  evaluations;;  curriculum  development.  

  
Digital  Media  Arts  
 

DMA144 
Developed a new general education course to fulfill program objectives of DMA and to add variety to 
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the Technology General Education electives.  
 
DMA290 
Developed a new course to give students the opportunity to complete an internship for credit. 
 
Canvas 
Created hybrid add-on in the canvas LMS for my DMA145 class so that they had access to resources, 
grades and rubrics in one place.  
 
DMA faculty 
Continued to review all fulltime and adjunct student work end of the year portfolio review. Continued 
to recruit and mentor new DMA faculty. 
 
Web Design curriculum 
Collaborated with Web Design part-time faculty to revise the DMA curriculum to include more 
HTML and CSS coding in the curriculum and reflect changes in the field. Proposed several significant 
revisions in program. 

 
Web Design assessment 
Led an assessment effort in Web Design I, II and III. 
 

Arts  and  Communication  Department 
 

Dedicated Open Lab 
Wrote and presented a proposal for a dedicated lab in ES134 for photography, advertising, 
illustration, game design, web design, animation, multimedia, radio, TV and film students to use. The 
dedicated open lab would create a space for the students to get their work done throughout the day 
and a space for them to congregate, thus creating a greater sense of community. 

 
Audio System Upgrade 
Ordered speakers and submitted work order for an upgrade to the audio systems in the ES labs for 
film and radio students.  
 
Curriculum Mentoring 
Worked with new faculty member Allegra Ceci on curriculum committee documents and Blooms 
Taxonomy. 
 
Arts and Communication Website 
Create a sample module for a website for the marketing of Arts and Communication programs.  
 
Coordination of ES Lab Schedule 
Procured ADV, GAM and PHO schedules, then planned DMA classes around those schedules. 
Created a master schedule document for ES labs and programmed in open lab time.  

 
Lab Assistants  
Hired and coordinated the schedule of the lab assistants for the ES labs. 

 
  
2B.   CONTRIBUTION  TO  COLLEGE  AND  COMMUNITY:      (e.g.,   service  and   leadership  on  

College  committees;;  participation   in  College-wide  affairs;;  sponsorship  or  advisement  of  
student  activities;;  civil  and  community   involvement,  grant  writing;;  contributions   to  other  
College  divisions;;  development  of  external  alliances  with   industry,   colleges,   schools  or  
community  groups;;  requisition  of  library  resources,  etc.)  
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Contribution  to  College  

 
Trenton Hall 
Wrote a proposal for Web Design certificate to be offered at Trenton Hall. Worked with Allegra Ceci, 
Michael Dalton and Monica Weaver to develop a plan for the second and third floors of Trenton Hall. 
 
Online Web certificate  
Started to work on converting courses required for the web design certificate into online courses so 
that there will be a fully online web design certificate. 

 
Curriculum Committee 
Worked with Curriculum Committee to refine the process and documents needed for the curriculum 
process.  
 
MercerOnline Advisory Council  
Worked with the council to develop handbook, refine the current practices and develop as system for 
evaluation of courses. 

 
Instructional Designer Search Committee 
Participated in the Instructional Designer Search Committee. 

  
Lynda Kiosks in the Libraries 
Proposed and am currently working with Pam Price and Susan Bowen to create several Macintosh 
stations in the library that would have access to the Lynda.com videos. 

  
  
Contribution  to  Community  

  
Liberty Science Center website 
Facilitated adjunct faculty and student creation of website about Nutrition 

 
MCCC Events 
Open House – organized DMA slide show 

 
Visual Arts Scholarship 
Donated photographic piece to support scholarships 

 
Internships 
Facilitated several internships for students through the cooperative learning class. Posted jobs and 
internships on Visual Arts website. 
 
Faculty Show 
Exhibited two pieces in the faculty show. 
 

  
2C.   PROFESSIONAL  GROWTH:   (e.g.,   graduate   studies;;  membership   and   participation   in  
professional   societies;;   scholarly   research   and   writing;;   artistic   exhibitions   or   performances;;  
seminars  and  workshops  relevant  to  position;;  professional  consulting;;  professional  reading,  etc.  

 
Rhizome Commission (The New Museum) 
Currently creating a piece commissioned by Rhizome titled The Forgetting Machine. The piece is an 
app for an iphone so I am currently teaching myself Objective C using Lynda.com tutorials and 
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textbooks. 
 

Digital Things panel (American Comparative Literature Association) 
Presented a paper titled Memory Objects at the 2012 ACLA conference. 

 
Random Acts of Time (Orange County Center for Contemporary Art) 
Exhibited several photographic pieces in a group show at OCCCA in LA.  

 
The Secret Monument Proposal 
Wrote and submitted a proposal for a piece of public artwork for the Monument to Cold War Victory 
project. 

 
Realist Projects 
Testing new portfolio website for my photographic and digital work. 
 
Smallworks SF  
Created a logo and visual identity for Smallworks SF, a small work-working company located in San 
Francisco.  
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OBJECTIVES:  
  
Teaching  
I would like to refine the curriculum of DMA145 Web Design I. While the introduction of HTML and 
CSS was largely successful, the pacing and organization of the skills has not yet been perfected. I would 
also like to work with faculty in the web design field to define a new curriculum for DMA245 now that it 
is not longer an introductory coding class. I would also like to try to refine my use of an LMS to provide 
more timely feedback using the grading and rubric systems that are built into canvas.  
  
Contribution  to  the  Division  
I would like to focus on implementing the dedicated open lab proposal, I feel strongly that this would 
improve the sense of community amongst our students by giving them a place to meet that is entirely 
their own. I would also like to work on creating a new five-year Perkins plan that makes sure that none of 
the Arts and Communications labs are more than 5 years old.  
  
Contribution  to  the  College  &  Community  
I would like to continue my work on the MercerOnline Advisory Council and work with them to choose 
an LMS for the school. I would also like to work on the two expansion projects for the Web Design 
program and MCCC–Trenton Hall and an online certificate.  Both projects are very large in scale and will 
require a lot of work, however if they are both successful they will make the Web curriculum available to 
completely new groups of students.  
 
Professional  Growth  
I would like to personally design and code The Forgetting Machine for Rhizome. In order to complete this 
project I will need to learn Objective C and then successfully complete the online iOS development course 
from Stanford.  
 
  
  

  
Faculty  Member’s  Signature  
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